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25X1 


1. Description & General Infoiwfcioni 

Population 
Imports & Exports 

District (Brief description of Basrah Port and Um-Qasr) 

Accommodations - Generali Accommodations - Ashar and Margil 

Pilotage & Berthing 

Bunkers 

Charges 

Holidays 

Consuls and Port 'Officials 

2* Other Information! 

Staff 

Labor 

Cargo and Shipping Statistics (1949-51) 

Port Services & Facilities 
Medical 
Oowinlcations 
Airfield 

Utilities i '• 

Police & Fire Service 

Road Transport, Roads and Railways 


3, Maps i 


Basrah - Fao and Surrounding District, Scale l 4 ad a 1 in 

Port of Basrah - Margll Wharves end Port Estate, Softie 1 in a 1100 it 
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PO RT OF BASRAH . 


ASCRI PTION AND GENERAL INFORMATION . 
Lat. 30° 31' N: 


Population of 
Basrah Liv;a: 


Authority: 
Imports : 

Exports: 

District: 


Long. 7° E. (Margil). 

(Province of Basrah, extending from Fao to 
Qurna): 385,000. Estimated 
population of Basrah City, Ashar and 
Margil: 125,000. 

Directorate General of Ports & Navigation 
of the Government of 'Iraq. 

Piece goods; provisions, liquor, 
tobacco, sugar, tea, machinery, 
hardware, glassware, crockery, 
haberdashery, apparel, leather, 
manufactures, cement, timber, etc.; 

Dates, wheat, barley, liquorice, carpets, 
wliool, hides, horses, dried fruit, 
gum, drugs, bitumen, crude petroleum 
and products. 

Basrah is the main Port of Iraq situated 
on the right bank of Shatt-al-Arab 
about 80 miles from' the sea and 350 
miles fby rail) from Baghdad, the 
Capital city of Iraq, to which it 
is connected by metre-gauge railway 
line of the Iraqi State Railways. 

The town of Basrah. is divided into 3 
main sections: Basrah city, the old 
town, on Ashar Creek, 2 miles from 
the Shatt-al-Arab; Ashar, the 
principal mercantile section of 
the town, on the Shatt-al-Arab 2 
miles from Basrah City; and Margil, 
where are situated the wharves, 
warehouses, main railway terminals 
and airport, some 3 miles upstream 
from Ashar. all on the right bank 
of the Shatt-al-Arab. The centre 
of new oil development of the Basrah 
Petroleum Company is at Zubair, about 
15 miles inland from Ashar. 

Um-Qasr:- Development of a secondary 
Port was commenced during the Second 
World War at Um-Qasr about Vo miles 
south of Margil, on the Eh or Abdulla, 
a sea inlet south of the Shatt-al-Arab 
entrance. One timber wha r ■' was 
constructed, also railway line ' 
communication with Basrah and main 
line to Baghdad, but railway line 
was later dismantled, and only a few 
stumps of piles now remain to mark 
the wharf, and a few heaps of rubble 
to mark the buildings which had been 
constructed. 
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Accommodation 

General: 


The Authority of the Port of Basrah 
extends .from the outer bar of the 
Shatt-al-Arab to 17 miles above the 


town of Basrah, the total distance 


being about 100 miles. The 
Shatt-al-Arab during practically the 
whole of its course is a wide deep 
fairway of which the dredged entrance 
channel admits at H.W.S.T. vessels 
drawing up to 32 '. 

Distances given in these paragraphs 
are in sea -miles measured from the 
entrance of the outer bar dredged 
channel* 


At Fao (17 miles, on the right bank) 
is the dredging depot of the Bar 
Dredging Scheme, containing the 
offices of the Dredging Superintendent, 
Control Office, Wireless Station, 

Jetty for the berthing of Dredgers 
etc., Workshops for the maintenance of 
Dreaging Fieet, Workshops and the Plant 
hight-House Engineer, Power 
Station, and general services for the 
depot, housing for the officials and , 
senior employees and their families. 

5 s connected by road with Basrah 

??in arsil % i A tifty mlle a H-weather 
IP °5 rais ? d embankment constructed 

link h in P 19J+9) lreCt0rate completed this 


u P stream from the Fao depot 
Ut lb miles on the right bank) is 

t 5 e nev/ 011 Port of the Basrah 
? om £? ny ? ow under construction, 
by Pi ? el J- ne wi th the Zubair 
1x4, rie - Ld : .Principal accoramodation/'iss-z. \ 

consists of 2 oil jetties for L J 

? r 5 win S U P to 32 f , together 
with Tank Farm, Offices, Living 
accommodation and necessary services. 


Ab Q ^4 Uile T on the lef t (Iranian) bank 

are sd tuated the Ilabda 
Jetties of the Anglo-Iranian Oil 

by Plpeline with 


At 41 to 45 miles on the left (Iranian^ 

bank is Abadan^ the well knov/n Persian 
Refinery and Oil Port. Persian 


° P rtC S ^ e j Ba \ ;a 5r da Southern Section 

of Abadan) is situated, on the rivht 
bank, at Harmaq, a Pori Depot for 
the accommodation of Pilots, Harbour 
Mas-cers etc. with Wireless Station, 
Power House and other services, still 
af 0 ™ 633 ^ 0 * 1 Pur ther development. 
at Pao D ®P°P Pbere is all weather 

Margil° miDUniCati0n with Basrah a hd 
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At 54 miles is the Karma Bar, about a 
stream from the junction 
^ le Hafar Channel, the main out-fall 
P- tne Karun river. In flood seasons 
heavy deposits of sand, are brought 
doi'7n by the Karun river and come first 
. ,„ res ^ a ^ the Karun Bar, sometimes 
witu very serious effect on shipping 
movements * General minimum depth. " 
maintained with necessary dred^jnp* 
over the bar is 21' at L.W.S. which 
limits draught of shipping proceeding 
further up the river to about 27* * 

Another mile upstream from the Hafar 
channel junction on the left bank is 
the Iranian Port of Khorumshahr. 

At 74 miles on the right bank is Ashar, 
the main business section of Basrah, 
containing the offices of the Mutasarrif 
(the governor of the Province of Liwa 

nlp? asrah l H? e Consulates, Banks, and 
Offices o; T ma j or Shipping and 
Trading firms, private slipways and 
repair depots, etc. 

At Ashar there are five sets of* Moorin'- 
Buoys .for cargo handling in the stream. 

miles, also on the right bank, is 
the commencement of Margil wharves 
and the main Port of Basrah with 
the Head Offices and Installations of' 
the Direcoorate General of Ports & - 
Navigation. . 

Just above Margil is an' ex-Military 
bridge which limits shipping to. a 
draught of 12 to 14 feet, but shallows 
above Qurna, about 4o miles further 
up, limit draught to 4 ft. to 6 ft. ’ 
according to season of the year, 
the spring and early summer flood 
season being the best for up river 
navigation.' 

P Be?thiL* ' Pilotage is generally compulsory. A 
Berthing. steam pilot vessel stationed outside 

the bar supplies local pilots to 

vessels The Pilot Service 
is efficient, Pilots bein r - avell 
trained and reliable. The bar is 
well buoyed and is .lighted for night 
navigation. Signals from the 
Concroi Station at Fao give height 
of tide day and night. 

At Kabda, Abadan, Basrah, etc., Pilots 
.are relieved by highly qualified and 
specially recruited Harbour Masters 
who berth vessels alongside the 
Wharves, at Buoys, etc. 
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Accommodation 
at As liar and 
Margil: 


I 4, 

Margil Wharves are constructed of timber, 
mainly, teak, and have a frontage of 
(approximately) 4500 ft. with a depth 
of 27' alongside at normal*fticle and are 
served by Railway Lines of the Iraqi 
State Railways. ' They accommodate 8 
large vessels at a time anql 2 or 3 
small type. In addition there are 
lighterage berths about 1000' long, 
and barge berths for the handling of 
grain. At Ashar is a timber jetty of 
300 ft. frontage for barges and local 
craft. 

There are 5 sets of mooring buoys for the 
largest vessels in the stream at Ashar 
for cargo transfer to and from barges 
and local sailing craft etc. 

Vessels of any length can lie with safety 
in the stream or alongside the wharves.! . 


Main Wharves at Margil are served by 2.2 
electric travelling portal cranes of 
2 tons to 8 tons QapacitVkand another 


— ./a^cITIC. u vuoj. 

3 new 6 ton crane t o c, ¥fe- r<rccntl 1 
Installed. The lighterage berth is 
served by five electric cranes of 30 cwt . 
capacity. All Wharves are served by 
Railway Lines and rolling stock of 
metre gauge of the Iraqi State Railways, 
operated by them and directly connected 
with extensive marshalling yards and 
with the main line services allowing 
quick access for goods to all parts of 
Iraq and the north. 


Good Transit Shed and Warehouse accommodation 
of over 400,000 sq.ft, area at Margil 
and about 40,000 sq.ft, at Ashar is 
capable of storing about 50,000 tons of 
cargo, while open storage will accommodate 
about 75,000 tons. 

2 Floating cranes are available, one 
capable of lifting 25 tons at 60 ft. 
radius the other a sheer-legs with 
lifting capacity of about 60 tons. 

Ships cargo handling gear is available 
for loading and off-loading any kind 
of cargo. 

There are Workshops available where small 
repairs can be undertaken. Port's own 
Workshops at Margil and Fao are mainly 
for the maintenance of Dredgers' and 
other Port Craft, 
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Craft: 


Bunkers : 


Charges : 


f , 5. 

There are 3 slipways at Messrs. Grey 
Mackenzie's in Ashar, the largest of 
which will handle 600 to 700 tons 
deadweight. There are no proper 
Graving Docks in the area, /but for 
repairs of craft at Abadan, A.I.O.C. 
have 2 Floating Docks, the smaller 
With a capacity of 750 tons, and the 
larger a lifting capacity of 5)000 
. tons, an overall length of 39o'j 
and a docking width at entrance of 60'^ 

Also at Margil are three R.A.F. .jetties 
as follows : one of 250 1 frontage with 
depth of 20' alongside at L .7. S . T . ; 
one Crane Jetty with dolphins, depth 
alongside 25' at L.W.S.T., capacity 
of crane (electric) 60 tons; one 
jetty of 300' frontage for accommodation 
of sloops etc. depth alongside at 
L.W.S.T. 15' to 20'. 

The Port owns 2 sea-going tugs, 2 other 
smaller tugs capable of manoeuvring 
ocean-going -vessels, some salvage 
plant and a diving unit; also 3 
more river tugs, four survey vessels, 

. buoyage vessel with 15 ton crane. 

Pilot vessel, light tender, creek 
' dredger, 30 motor launches, and 
barges and pontoons; and for the Bar 
Dredging Scheme 5 steam Hopper 
Dredgers (Drag Suction type) one of 
1250 tons and 4 of 2000 tons hopper 
capacity of which one can be rigged 
for cutter section work. 


/"Normally vessels bunker at Abadan or 
' ICabda ) At Basrah the RhSmdqin Oil 
Company have a depot at Muftieh, 
between Ashar -and Margil, with 
jetties for small craft only. Fuel 
Oil Storage capacity at Muftieh is 
about 400,000 gallons and normal 
stocks of Diesel Oil amount to 
500,000 gallons, while smaller local 
stocks are maintained of Petrol, 
Paraffin and Lubricating Oils. 

Water is available at Margil Wharves 
s can be obtained. 


Port Dues (1952) : 
Abadan, 14 fils, 
Basrah, 21 fils, 
75$ surcharge): 
Service dues, '9 


Fao, 10 fils, 
Khoramshahr r 18 fils, 
per gross ton, (plus 
Persian Gulf Light 
fils per N.R.T. on 
every entry covering inward and 
outward trips. Pilotage is compulsory. 
Schedule of dues and charges on goods 
and for special services can be had on 
application. 1000 fils equals ID.l/- 
(One Iraqi Dinar) equals £1 Sterling. 
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Holidays; 


Climate ; 


Consuls; 


Lloyd's Agent: 
Port Officials : 


12 days a .year, dates variable: Thursday 
ano irioay are regarded as the week-end 
but work can always be arranged! ’ 

Th In C the a hot' t wp!?h fi ° f considerab le extremes, 

I"; a * v 0t w ?ather season from April 

tiraG temperatures 

are ll0°-117op. in the shade. f n 
tne less extreme cold season . from 

belov S y, Ma -' oh J P** temperatures 
21 ? £ P°int are occasionally 
registered, lowest recorded being 2^ 
Prevailing winds are North-V/est £nd South-East 
Rainfall amounts to about 6" in the year 

ma n e^iy X Hl“ encCd ° nly betl,esa HOTeobo? _ 

British Consul-General, River Front, 

rpnpr *i TG t , 02 ;^ 0 ?) 5 French Consul- 
General; Iranian Consul-General; 

U.S. Consul; Saudi Arabian Consul* 

Pakistan consul; Indian Consul; 

Vice-consul ;° 9 etc? SU ^ ’ Netherl “ 3s 

L1 & y co!Ltd? nt C/ ° Messrs,Gray ’ Mackenzie 

D SS?i?; 6 ^ eral ° f P0rts & Navigation: ' 

' to R c Kflt ee M f i Ctl S g Dlrector General) 
nr.R.c.Kffilt, M.B.E., B.Sc., M.I.C.E. 

AS f^V* r ? ctor! (Administration) 

Sd .Abdul Amir Rahmatallah, B.Com. • 

Ch J ® f T E i e « trl ? al „ & Mechanical Engineer: 

rhi y * M ,Morris >M .B .E . ,A .M .1 .Mech .f . ,A .M .1 .E .E . 

Chief Marine Engineer: 

Mr .S.W.H.Gray, A.M.I.Mar.E, 

Port Officer; ’ 

Capt. W .M .Shoosmith . 

Deputy port Officer; ' 

Capt, C .E, Thompson, 

D sSle?orf UPerlntendent * Chlef Hydrographical 
Mr «J ,h -Hall , M»B*E» 

Traffic Manager (Acting) 

Sd ,J ,R .Stephen. 

Chief Medical Officer: 

Dr.R.D.MacLean,M.R.C.S.,L.R.C P.,D.T.M.& H. 
^ ) ^ ecbo i i: ', 0 ^ Medical Services: 

Dr.Mohd All Fattah, Ph.D .(Baghdad) . 

Financial Secretary, 

Mr.C.F.Lynn, M.A. ,A.S ,A.A« ,A.C.A. 

Chief Airport Controller (Acting) 

Sd ,J .Malcolm, 

Labour Officer: 

Sd.RaJab Al-Na'ama. 

V/elfare & Education Officer* 

Sd.Tewfick El-Nakib. 
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Airport: Basrah (Margil) Airport: Main 3-7 Runway, 

20C0 yards long; accommodates all 
principal long distance services c.g. 
Constellations (up to about 100,000 
lbs.), Argonauts, Skymasters etc, 
with efficient day and night service; 
large Hangar; up-to-date Fuelling 
facilities; etc. etc. 

Number of Aircraft handled: 

1947- 48 - 3412 

1948- 49 - 4192 

1949- 50 - 4046 

1950- 51 - 3142 

Hotel and terminal building now being 
extended to provide a total of about 
100 bedrooms, well-equipped and 
air-conditioned, large restaurants 
etc. | one wing is for accommodation 
of Air Companies, Customs et. etc., 
and Transit Passengers lounge. 

Public _ Main Power Station and Mater Purification 

Utilities: Plants now in process of considerable 

extension. Power generation capacity 
will soon be over 6000 KVJ. Water 
purification maximum output (1951) 

4,500,000 gallons per day. All the 
Basrah Liwa power and water plants 
and distribution are now in process 
of amalgamation .under the administration 
of the Port Directorate. 

Port Police Seconded from Civil Police Force for 

Force: Port service. 

Fire Service: There is an efficient Fire Department 

for Port, Airport, and general 
service. 

Housing etc.: Port & 3.D.S. Staff Family Accommodation 

in Port Estate: Housing, Margil: 

Senior Officers' Quarters 50; other 
Staff and Artisan Quarters 176; 

Labour and Artizan "Quarters are 
planned. Harmaq: Senior Officers' 

Quarters 8, other Quarters 20, 

Pilots' Quarters planned. Fao: 

Senior Officers' Quarters 20; 
other Quarters 90. Also Rest 
, Houses, Messes, Clubs, etc - . 

Education: At Margil and Fao the Port has built 

and maintained school building* 
also a technical school, all 
operated and staffed by the 
Ministry of Education. . 

R° a d Fleet of 80 to 100 vehicles, various; 

Transport: also fleet of road construction 

plant . 
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FURTHER IFFORMATI CIT. 

Budget Port (195-1-52) 


Estimates ; 


Staff: 


Labour: 


Cargo 

Handled: 


Shipping : 


Dredged 
Channels : 


Medical: 


Bar Dredging 
Scheme, 
( 1951 -^ 2 ): 


Revenue ID. 1,523,700 
Expenditure ID. 1,524,700 
Capital VorksID. 6 50 ,900 

Revenue ID. 95° » 000 
Expenditure ID. 791,800 
Capita l’brls ID. 1,099, 500 


Port (1951) - 1118 (77 Officers: 104l subordiunb 

B.D.S . - 634 (67 " 567 " 

Daily average on Wharves (1050) - 986 

(195D - 844 

Port & B.D.S. Services (excluding Wharves) 
and Utilities (195D - 4l5o. 

(1949-50): Transit Area 1,290,444- tons: 

Total 2,002,789 tons. Imports: 469, 154$ 
Exports: 1,107,986 (Grain 484,283 tons; 

Dates: 135,895 tons). 

Shipping entering and leaving Port through 
dredged channels: 1950/51 - Inward 2501: 
Outward 2500. (About 180 Oil Tankers 
loaded per month at Abadan and Kabda; 

Oil carried, about 20,000,000 tons per 
annum; about 30 cargo vessels for 
Basrah per month) . Local craft and 
sailing vessels numbering up to 3000 
also enter the Port annually. 

(1950-51: Sea-going-vessels; 129C; 

Baghdad River Craft: 1692). 

Quantity of spoil hoppered annually 
about 4,000,000 cubic yards. Length 
of dredged channels about 25 miles. 

The Port Health Department has a snail 
Hospital at Fao with accommodation 
of 34 beds for norma], local cases 
ancl large out-patients department. 

The Port and Railways combined 
Hospital at Margil has very few bods 
and deals mainly with out-patients 
and first-aid cases. All serious 
cases are sent to the Maude Memorial 
Hospital a large Iraqi Government 
Hospital and Isolation Hospital at 
Basrah. There is also quarantine 
accommodation in the Port area. 


O THER PORT SERVICES. 


Wireless 
Communication 
Services : 


Marine Communication with shipping on 
600, 606 and 750 metres (Persian 
Gulf , Sha tt-al-Arab) ; Inter- 
departmental service, H.Q., Harmaq, 
Fao, l4 Port Vessels on ill metros; 
Air-communication, long distance 
point to point to Karachi (East) 
and Cairo (West) ; short range 
point to point to Bahrein, Kuwait, 
Abadan, Teheran, Baghdad, Ilabbaniyah, 
Acradio Beacon "BA" , 310 kilo-cycles. 
Wireless training school run in 
connection. 
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Roads: 


Railway 

Sidings: 


Port Estate: 


Navigation 
(Inland 
Waters) : 


In Port Area, Hargil, 12 miles. 

Road extension to Fao. of over 50 
• miles (all weather road on raised 
embankment) . 

In Margil Marshalling Area 2l_niles; 
and in Port Transit' area about 10 
miles, (All Railway line's 'and 
facilities are provided aricl 
operated by Iraqi State Railways), 


Area: Margil 
134 acres. 


Depot. 


2.610 acres; Jubailah, 
•Larmaq; l4 acres: Fao 


acres : 


Fao New Village, 


■ 14 acres; Hew lands at Fao^ 

120 acres; Fao Oil Port Lands, 

284 acres. ^ 

The Port Authorities, on behalf of the 
Government, operate a separate 
Department dealing with all inland 
water navigational matters, ’ 

controlled by the Director General 
of (Ports and) Navigation. The 
Services cover the registration 
arid survey of all inland water craft ’ 
of 10 tons and upwards, the licensing 
of crews, and navigational' matters 
in general. 


Persian Gulf 
Lighting Service: 


The Port Authorities have in .tiia .past on 
behalf of the Board of the Persian 
Gulf Lighting Service (vhos.e.Heaci quarters 
were previously xn Bombay but are now in 
London) carried out practically all work 
of construction, operation and maintenance 
of. the principal Persian Gulf Lighthouses, . 
Beacons, Buoys, etc. They are completing 
shortly a considerable programme of new 

construction of lights and beacons but, 

are now scheduled to hand over their 
responsibilities by about the end of 1952 to 
a new permanent organization employed 
directly by the P.G.L.S. Board and 
stationed in Bahrain, 


BASRAH - 


• 952 - , 
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